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2.

About this poll
This report summarises the results of questions asked in omnibus surveys conducted by Essential Research with data provided by QuestionPro.

The questions asked were spread over four omnibus surveys with data for January and March being combined, and February and April being combined.

The table below shows the fieldwork date, sample size, weighting efficiency, effective sample size, and the associated margin of error at the 95%

confidence level for each fieldwork period:

In the January and March surveys, Q1What is your religion? was asked of All respondents

In the February and April surveys, Q2.1 Do you have a religion? was asked of All respondents, while Q2.2 Please select your religion from the list below

was shown to those who answered Yes to Q2.1 Do you have a religion?

The full methodology used to carry out this research is described in the appendix at the end of the report.

Note that due to rounding, not all tables necessarily total 100% and subtotals may also vary.

Fieldwork date Sample size Weighting efficiency Effective sample size Margin of error

January (21st to 25th) 1022 82% 833 +3.4%

February (18th to 22nd) 1002 78% 786 +3.5%

March (25th to 29th) 1008 82% 829 +3.4%

April (22nd to 26th) 1067 86% 913 +3.2%

JAN + MAR COMBINED 2030 82% 1662 +2.4%

FEB + APR COMBINED 2069 82% 1699 +2.4%
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Summary

When asked about their religion, people are more likely to say they have a religion when asked a question replicating the current ABS Census 

question compared to the alternative two-part question

− When the current ABS Census question on religion (‘What is your religion?’) was asked, over half (55.1%) of respondents selected a religion from

the list or entered a response in the ‘Other’ field, while 43.3% selected ‘No religion’ and 1.6% chose not to answer.

− When the alternative two-part question on religion was asked (‘Do you have a religion?’, followed by ‘What is your religion?’ asked of those who

answered ‘Yes’ to the first part), 42.6% selected ‘Yes’, while over half (53.7%) selected ‘No’ and 3.7% chose not to answer.

There are differences by age group in how people responded to the two questions

− Among those aged 18-34, 50% selected a religion from the list when asked the current ABS Census question, however, when asked the alternative

two-part question (‘Do you have a religion?’), 34% selected ‘Yes’.

− The difference to how  those aged 55+ responded to the two questions isn’t as marked: 60% selected a religion from the list when asked the

current ABS Census question, however, when asked the alternative two-part question (‘Do you have a religion?’), 53% selected ‘Yes’.

Education – those who say that they have a university education, are more likely to say that they are religious, than those with a secondary school 

education or professional qualifications

− Among university educated respondents, 60% selected a religion from the list when asked the current ABS Census question, and, when asked the

alternative two-part question (‘Do you have a religion?’), 50% selected ‘Yes’.

− The percentages are lower among those without a university degree, but there is also a 10% difference between the two questions: 50% selected a

religion from the list when asked the current ABS Census question, however, when asked the alternative two-part question (‘Do you have a

religion?’), 40% selected ‘Yes’.
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Q. What is your religion?
Base: All respondents (Jan and Mar n=2030)

ABS Census question on religion vs Alternative two-part version
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Q. Do you have a religion?
Base: All respondents (Feb and Apr n=2072)
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Appendix
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6.

Methodology, margin of error and professional standards

The data gathered for this report is gathered from a monthly online omnibus run by Essential Research with sample provided by QuestionPro from online panels.

The online omnibus is active from the Wednesday night of each fieldwork week and closed on the following Sunday. The target population is all Australian residents aged 
18+. Participants were invited to participate and completed the survey online without an interviewer present and incentives were offered for participation.

The response rate varies each month but usually delivers 1000+ interviews. Quotas are applied to be representative of the target population by age, gender and location.

RIM weighting is applied to the data using information sourced from the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) and the Australian Electoral Commission (AEC). The factors 
used in the weighting are age, gender, location and party ID.

Each month, the team at Essential Media Communications discusses issues that are topical and a series of questions are devised to put to the Australian public. Some 
questions are repeated regularly (such as political preference and leadership approval), while others are unique to each week and reflect current media and social issues. 
Full text for standard voting and regular political preferences can be found in the link above. No questions were asked prior to these questions which have material 
influence on results.

Participants not eligible to vote in federal elections (either for age, residency or other reasons) are excluded from voting intention. Eligible participants are able to select 
‘Unsure’ for voting intention. They were then asked a ’leaner’ question which also included an ‘Unsure’ option. Participants answering ‘Unsure’ are NOT excluded from 
published results, or any subsequent questions. 2 party preferred (2PP) calculations use stated preference. Preference flows from previous federal and state elections are 
only used for participants answering ‘Unsure’ for stated preference. 

All Essential Research staff hold Research Society membership and are bound by professional codes of behaviour. This research is compliant with the Australian Polling 
Council Quality Mark standards.
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For more information contact:

essentialmedia.com.au

Clodagh Fullston

0451 529 800

clodagh.fullston@essentialmedia.com.au

mailto:clodagh.fullston@essentialmedia.com.au
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